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The ‘Missing Women’ among the ‘survivors’: Where are 
they? 

In the 1980sIn the 1980s, N, Nobel Laureate Prof. Amartya Sen revealingly demo nstrated that 
worldwide some 100 million women have gone "missing “. This results from family 
neglect and discrimination [e.g.: starving the daug hters for feeding the sons; 
neglecting girl’s health issues; and the like], that  could not let them survive 
beyond a few years in life. 

But, those who manage to survive still go missing! A recent NHRC report on 
Action Research on Trafficking in Women and Childre n in India - 2002-2003 makes 
this startling disclosure: Every year, many among t he reported missing 22,480 
women and 44,476 children on an average annually go  missing by vanishing into 
brothels!

For the women, a mere survival-- in itself so uncert ain and vulnerable, as Sen has 
shown-- is no guarantee to a secure and a dignified life. Condemned to live a 
hellish life, as this report shows, can perhaps be worse than death! 



About the Study
Type of Study:
An ethnographic study of 55 female sex workers in 
Chaturbhuj sthan (One of Bihar’s biggest red light areas)
through field observations and detailed open-ended 
interviews, under taken by a 2 member team of the Equity 
Foundation.

Objective:
•To determine the general plight and health problems  of 
inner city sex workers 

•To understand the dynamics and patterns of 
prostitution.

•To focus on how victims cope up (or not) with the 
health problems

• To understand the roles and functions of the formal  
state and voluntary agencies that were involved in 
containing and combating this phenomenon.

•To look for pathways that can help the victims to 
aspire for a better future and strive to achieve it .







Case Studies of the victims of prostitution : 
SITA- Case of Abduction (Interviewed while in jail)

Age: 33 years

Abducted by friend's brother and sold for RS. 5000 
at the age of 15.

Beaten up and forced to enter the profession at tha t 
age. 

Tried to escape thrice but failed. 

Forced to entertain 3- 4 clients a night which 
Involved long working hours.

She was not paid for a period of three to four year s.

She continues in the profession since 18 long years .

At the age of  33, has a son who works in a

Bank. 

She wants to go back to her son. 

Will her son accept her? She wonders…… ..
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Accessing health care is a major concern for all women in the sex work. While 
the ‘immoral whore’ image makes it difficult to get good medical treatment, 
illiteracy, ignorance and fear of the medical establishment makes the women 
vulnerable to exploitation and extortion. Reproduced below are the few responses 
which highlight these:

� Sex workers typically shy away from medical treatment, which results in 
further decline in health status. Further, Medical staff at public hospitals 
have an unsympathetic, indifferent and often humiliating attitude towards 
them.

� Medical staff often ask sex workers about the client’s enjoyment and other 
irrelevant questions that are embarrassing.

� Doctors and social workers force to have free sex with them.

� Doctors often refuse to treat or admit sex workers to hospital, saying they 
are AIDS carriers. 

� When they fall sick or become 'too old', many do find their way home. But 
they also take the HIV/AIDS virus back to their villages, where its 
awareness is low�
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Their needs

• Fixing accountability of 
the government officials

• Political will 
• Attitudinal change of 

Media person
• Protection
• Law Enforcement

• Education
• health services
• Childcare
• Employment
• Housing
• Counselling
• Legal assistance
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DEPARTMENT OF 
HOMELAND SECURITY

Immigration Relief
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THANK YOU


